
BRISD BOND INITIATIV E 2010  

 

BRISD BOND ELECTION  

ELECTION DAY:  May 8  

Dear Citizens: 

The Blue Ridge Independent School District Board of Trustees met on 
February 22, 2010 and considered calling for a May 8, 2010 bond  
election. The Board voted unanimously in favor of calling for this election. 

For the past eighteen (18) months the Board, Superintendent, and staff 
have analyzed facility assessments illustrating the condition of our present 
facilities, necessary maintenance/repair, and the costs to accomplish this 
work.  Multiple new facility construction options have also been  
considered during this process. 

The Board considered the projected repair costs to the existing facilities in 
comparison to the cost to build new facilities with the proposed bond 
amount of $7,500,000. The decision was made to present the construction 
of new facilities to the voters of Blue Ridge ISD. New facilities will provide 
a learning environment that meets current Texas Education Agency  
instructional requirements as well as an energy efficient structure with an 
expected life span of 50 years. 

The proposed bond projects include: 

Construction of a new PK-5 Elementary School 

Construction of new Elementary parking lot 

Demolition of specified buildings  

Construction of a new 6-8 Middle School 

Construction of a new 6-8 Parking Lot 

Construction of a road to connect all campuses 

Paint remaining buildings to match the new construction 

Playground equipment at the Elementary school site 

This pamphlet is intended to serve the members of the Blue Ridge ISD 

community and contains information related to costs, tax implications, 

voting times and location. Copies of the design of the new facilities are 

available at the administrative building, all campus offices and on our 

website. 

Sincerely, 

The BRISD Board of Trustees: 

Kevin Dauster Brad Duncan    Stacie Durham   Gary Lillard            

Mike McCreary      Rick Pyle  Kim Yancey   

Superintendent:  Todd Lintzen 

 

 

 

SUCCESS BY DESIGN 

Aviso: Si usted quisiera esta informatiòn en español (relacionada a 
la votaciòn de Distrito escolar independiente de Blue Ridge), 

sirvase llamar al número de teléfono 972-752-5554. 

VOTING CALENDAR  

First Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail   
March 9, 2010 
 
Last Day to Register to Vote  
April 8, 2010 
 
First Day of Early Voting  
April 26, 2010 
 
Last Day to Apply for Ballot by Mail  
April 30, 2010 
 
Last Day of Early Voting  
May 4,2010 
 
Bond Election  
May 8, 2010 
 

Voting Location: 

Blue Ridge Administrative Office 

10688 County Road 504 

Blue Ridge, Texas 
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Proposed Blue Ridge Middle School 

 

Is there  any State Assistance for  

Bond Programs?  
 

 

 

What is a bond?  

 

 

 

 

Why canôt we pay for new schools out of the districtôs annual maintenance and operating budget? 

The state allows school districts to fund expenditures from two different sourcesðmaintenance/operating 
budget and bond funds. 

Limitations imposed by the stateôs school finance system place restrictions on the usage of a school 
      districtôs operating revenue. 

New facilities and major improvements are typically funded from bond proceeds. 

Yes.   

The State helps school districts complete new 
facilities and facility improvements through the 
Instructional Facility Allotment and the Existing 
Debt Allotment.  Both programs require bond 
elections and the State pays a portion of the 
bond payments. 

The Districtôs current outstanding bonds  
participate in both programs, and currently, the 
State is paying approximately 45% of the total 
annual payments. 

Under these same programs and the current 
State funding laws, the District will receive state 
assistance on any new bonds if approved by the 
voters. 

The Blue Ridge Independent School District, like most 
other school districts in Texas, uses its maintenance and 
operating (M&O) budget to fund salaries, curriculum and 
other operating expenses.  Districts hold bond elections to 
seek approval to issue bonds for capital improvements.  
Capital items are defined as those items that have a 
useful life of more than one yearðfor example, additions to 
existing facilities or new facility construction.  Similar to 
home mortgages, bonds are sold to competing lenders to 
raise funds to pay the costs of constructing and equipping 
facilities.  They are repaid from local tax revenues and 
state funding over a period of years. 



For taxpayers 65 years of age or older who have applied for and received 
the Tax Freeze, the taxes on their homestead will not increase from this 

bond.   

How will the bond initiative impact taxpayers who are 65 and older and have 
homestead exemptions:  
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BLUE RIDGE INDEPENDENT  

SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HISTORICAL AND PROJECTED TAX RATES 

  2004-2005  $1.7756 

  2006-2007  $1.7800 

  2010-2011 Projected      $1.67 

 

Blue Ridge Independent School District Tax Impact  

of this Bond Program  

Home Value    Home Value    Projected    Projected  
Before      After      Monthly   Yearly  
Exemptions    Exemptions    Tax Increase    Tax Increase   
$50,000    $35,000   $ 5.63    $  67.55 
  75,000        60,000        9.65    115.80 
*89,456        74,456      11.98    143.70 
100,000        85,000      13.67     164.05 

      *denotes average appraised home value in Blue Ridge, Texas  
 

Proposed Blue Ridge Elementary School 

Note:  This additional tax is below the level 
of taxation in 2006/07.  


